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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to explore the roles of school administrators in promoting
the use of learning sources for the improvement of students’ vocational skills in the Special Education
Schools for Students with Intellectual Disabilities in the Northern Region under the Bureau of Special
Education Administration; and (2) to study guidelines for promoting the use of leaming sources for the
improvement of students with intellectual disabilities’ vocational skills. The research population
comprised 215 government teachers in the Special Education Schools for Students with Intellectual
Disabilities in the Northern Region under the Bureau of Special Education Administration during the
academic year 2017. The employed research instruments were a rating scale questionnaire on the roles of
school administrators in promoting the use of learning sources for the improvement of students’
vocational skills, with reliability coefficient of 0.97; and an interview form concerning the guidelines for
promoting the use of learning sources for the improvement of students with intellectual disabilities’
vocational skills. The research data were analyzed using the frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and content analysis.The research findings were as follows: (1) the overall rating mean for the
roles of school administrators in promoting the use of learning sources for the improvement of students’
vocational skills in the Special Education Schools for Students with Intellectual Disabilities in the Northern
Region was rated at the high level; and (2) the guidelines for promoting the use of learmning sources for the
improvement of students with intellectual disabilities’ vocational skills were the following: (2.1) school
administrators should develop teachers' instruction related to the use of learning sources to improve
students with intellectual disabilities’ vocational skills; (2.2) it should involve their families and
communities in education and career development programs in accordance with the context of the
community and the potential of the students; (2.3) it should provide opportunities for students to gain
knowledge and experiences from both internal and external learning sources; (2.4) it should encourage
teachers to conduct action research on the use of learning sources to improve the students’ vocational
skills; (2.5) it should develop the information system on occupation in the community; (2.6) it should
systematically supervise, monitor, and evaluate the teaching and learning process and use the
information to plan for the future; and (2.7) it should establish strategies for seeking funding sources to

assist students in their careers.

Keywords: Roles of school administrators, Learning sources, Vocational skills, Students with intellectual

disabilities
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